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STATE  COUNCIL  OF  CIVIL  DEFENSE 
MAIN  CAPITOL  BUILDING 
HARRISBURG,  PEN'SYLVAHIA 


September  23,  1 955 


INFORMATION  CIRCULAR  NO.  65 


IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 


SEPTEMBER  1955  LEGISLATIVE  REPORT 


(Supplementing  Information  Circular  No.  63,  dated  august  10,  1955) 


1*  The  following  summary  of  essential  facts  relating  to  civil  defense 
legislative  action  through  September  23,  1955  is  presented  for  the  infor- 
mation of  all  County  and  Local  Civil  Defense  Directors. 


PART  I.  STATUS  OF  LEGISLATION  PREVIOUSLY  REPORTED 
A.  STATE  LEGISLATION 


2.  House  Bill  No„  1739,  jointly  introduced  by  Majority  Leader  Readinger 
and  Minority  Leader  Smith,  was  unanimously  passed  by  the  General  assembly 
and  approved  by  Governor  George  M.  Leader  on  September  3,  1955.  This  now 
becomes  ^ct  No,  135,  which  amends  the  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense  Act 
of  1951,  P.L.  28,  as  indicated  below: 

(i)  Section  2 of  the  Act  is  amended  by  addition  of  the  under- 
lined wording  incorporated  below. 

Section  2,  Establishment  of  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense.— 
The  Governor  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  in  time  of 
emergency  or  public  need  in  the  nation  or  the  State  to  create, 
by  proclamation,  a State  Council  of  Civil  Defense,  hereinafter 
designated  as  the  "Council",  for  the  general  purpose  of  assisting 
in  the  coordination  of  the  State  and  local  activities  related  to 
national  and  State  civil  defense  and  natural  disasters.  "-Jhen- 
ever  he  deems  it  expedient,  the  Governor  may,  by  proclamation, 
dissolve  or  suspend  such  Council  or  reestablish  it  after  any 
such  dissolution  or  suspension,, 

(ii)  Subsection  (a)  of  Section  3 of  the  Act  is  amended  by  addition 
of  the  underlined  wording  incorporated  below. 

Section  3.  Organization  of  Council. --(a)  The  Council  shall 
consist  of  the  Governor,  ex  officio,  the  Lieutenant-Governor, 
the  adjutant  General,  the  auditor  General,  the  Secretary  of 
Internal  Affairs,  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
the  President  Pro  Tempore  of  the  Senate,  the  Minority  Leader  of 
the  Senate,  the  Minority  Leader  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
their  respective  successors  in  office,  and  five  citizens  of 
Pennsylvania  to  be  appointed  by  the  Governor.  The  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  the  President  Pro  Tempore  of  the 
Senate,  the  Minority  Leader  of  the  Senate  and  the  Minority 
Leader  of  the  House  of  Representatives  may  authorize  a member 
of  their  respective  branches  of  the  General  assembly  to  serve 
in  their  stead  on  said  Council,  The  Council  shall  elect  a 
chairman  from  the  membership  and  five  members  of  the  Council 
shall  constitute  a quorum.  The  terms  of  the  members  appointed 
by  the  Governor  shall  expire  with  the  terms  of  the  Governor 
appointing  them. 
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(iii)  Erection  h of  the  Act  is  amended  by  t^feing  the  two  unier- 
lined  subsections  appearing  be low 0 

Section  h.  Powers  and  Duties.— The  Council  shall  have  the 
following  powers  and  duties: 


# # * 


(l)  To  take  appropriate  action,  in  the  event  of  earth- 
quake, hurricane,  flood,  fire,  explosion  or  other  natural 
disaster  or  catastrophe,  for  the  protection  of  life  and  property; 

(m)  To  accept  and  coordinate  assistance  provided  by 
Federal  agencies  in  major  disasters  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  Public  Law  o75>  Eighty-first  Congress,  approved 
September  30,  1950,  42  U.S.C.  Iti££ff7  or  any  amendment  or  re- 
enactment  thereof. 


(iv)  The  Act  is  further  amended  by  adding,  after  Section  12,  the 
new  underlined  section  appearing  below. 

Section  12 • 1.  Compensation  for  accidental  Injury, --rt.il  duly 
enrolled  civil  defense  volunteers  who  are  not  eligible  to  receive 
benefits  under  the  Workmen’s  Compensation  Law  shall  be  entitled, 
except  during  a state  of  war  o~ period  of  armed  conf lict  within 
the  continental  limit s of  the  United  States,  to  the  following 
benefits  relating  to  Injuries  sustained  while  actually  engaged 
in  civil  defense  or  disaster  t raining  activities  or  in  or  en 
route  to  and  from  civil  defense  or  disaster  tests  or  operations 
authorized  by  the  Counc i 1 and  carried  out  in  accordance  with 
rules  and  orders  promulgated  and  adopted  By  the  Council: 

(a)  A sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  ( ;>1,5>00.00)  for 
accidental  injury' directly"  causing  or  leading  to  deathj" 

(b)  <1  sum  not  to  exceed  seven  hundred  fifty  dollars  ($?5Q.Cfl) 
for  reimbursement  for  medical  and  hospital  expenses  associated 
with  accidental  injury;  and  ’ 

(c)  Weekly  payments  of  twenty-five  dollars  (325*00) , he- 
ginning  on  the  eighth  day  of  disability  and  continuing  for  not 
more  than  twenty-six  weeks,  for  disability  directly  arising  from 
accidental  injury  rendering  the  individual  totally  incapaole  of 
following  his  normal  gainful  pursuits. 

All  benefits  hereby  authorized  shall  be  paid  out  of  funds 
appropriated  to  the  Council.  _P ayments  shall  be  made  on  the  basis 
of  claims  submitted  to  the  Council  through  the  Bureau  of  Workmen * s 
Compensation  of  the  Department  of  Labor  and  Industry,  in  accordance 
with  rules  and  orders  promulgated  and  adopted  by  the  Council. 

(Note:  The  amendments  cited  above  obviously  will  require  the  promulgation 

and  adoption  of  rules,  regulations  and  orders  relating  both  to  the  con- 
duct of  natural  disaster  operations  and  to  compensation  for  accidental 
injuries  sustained  by  civil  defense  volunteers.  These  are  now  being  drafted 
and  will  be  submitted  to  County  and  Local  Directors  for  comment  and  sug- 
gestions prior  to  their  final  approval  by  the  Council.) 


3#  House  Bill  No.  9h9s  jointly  introduced  by  Messrs.  White-night  and 
Curwood,  was  amended  on  second  reading,  ^ugust  29,  and  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Education  on  September  13.  The  amendment  deleted  the  source 
material  for  the  first  aid  instruction  as  that  "published  by  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  Mines"  and  substituted  in  its  place  "approved  by  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Instruction".  This  amendment  is  in  accordance  with  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense. 


U.  There  has  been  no  change  in  the  status  of  House  Bills  Nos.  197 
and  686. 
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B.  FEDERAL  LEGISLATION 

* # 

5.  There  has  been  no  change  in  the  status  of  House  Bill  7227. 

PART  II.  STATUS  OF  LEGISLATION  INTRODUCED  SINCE  AUGUST  10  REP  CRT 


A.  STATE  LEGISLATION 


6.  House  Bill  No.  1759,  amending  the  act  of  June  lh,  193o  (?.L,  3^1), 
jointly  introduced  by  Mr,  Reidenbach,  Mrs.  Markley  and  Mrs.  Kooker,  was 
passed  by  the  General  .assembly  and  approved  by  Governor  George  M.  Leader  on 
September  3,  1955.  This  now  becomes  *ict  No.  139,  which  provides  for  creation 
of  a Special  Disaster  Relief  Fund  from  monies  collected  as  a result  of  an 
increase  in  State  taxes  on  cigarettes.  All  monies  remaining  in  this  Fund 
after  specific  appropriations  for  the  august  1955  disaster  have  been  made 
(.iCt  17a,  below)  are  appropriated  to  the  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense 
for  use  in  future  disasters. 


7.  House  Bill  No.  17U2,  jointly  introduced  by  Messrs.  Reidenbach, 

Yetter  and  Bower,  was  passed  by  the  Cieneral  assembly  and  approved  by 
Governor  George  M.  Loader  on  September  3,  1955.  This  now  becomes  Act  Mo.  17a, 
which  appropriates  the  sum  of  512,000,000  from  the  Special  Disaster  Relief 
Fund  (Act  139,  above)  to  the  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense  for  reimburse- 
ment to  the  various  departments  and  agencies  of  the  Commonwealth  for  their 
participation  in  the  relief  activities  associated  with  the  August  1955 
disaster. 


8C  House  Bill  No0  17UU,  amending  the  act  of  May  21,  1931,  P.L.  1A9, 
jointly  introduced  by  Messrs*  Reidenbach,  Yetter  and  Bower,  was  passed  by 
the  General  Assembly  and  approved  by  Governor  George  M.  Leader  on  Septem- 
ber 3,  1955.  This  now  becomes  Act  No.  137,  which  places  an  additional 
State  tax  of  one  cent  a gallon  or  fraction  thereof  on  the  sale  and  use  of 
all  liquid  fuels.  The  funds  derived  from  this  tax  shall  be  paid  into  the 
Motor  License  Fund.  House  Bill  No,  17U5,  amending  the  act  of  January  lit, 
1952,  P.L.  1965,  also  was  passed  and  signed  by  the  Governor  on  September  3, 
1955.  This  now  becomes  Act  No.  138,  with  provisions  generally  similar  but 
supplemental  to  those  of  Act  No.  137. 


9.  House  Bill  No.  17U3,  jointly  introduced  by  Messrs.  Reidenbach, 

Yetter  and  Bower,  was  passed  by  the  General  assembly  and  approved  by 
Governor  George  M.  Leader  on  September  3,  1955.  This  now  becomes  Act  No.  18a 
and  provides  for: 

(a)  The  appropriation  of  $15,000,000  from  the  Motor  License  Fund 
to  the  Department  of  Highways  for  payments,  subject  to  approval  of  the  State 
Council  of  Civil  Defense,  to  political  subdivisions  for  rebuilding,  or 
repairing,  of  roads,  streets,  highways  and  bridges  damaged,  or  destroyed, 
in  the  August  1955  disaster. 

(b)  The  appropriation  of  $30,000,000  from  the  Motor  License  Fund 
to  the  Department  of  Highways  for  rebuilding,  or  repairing,  those  State 
highways  and  bridges  and  free  bridges  over  the  Delaware  River  which  were 
destroyed,  or  damaged,  by  the  August  1955  disaster. 

(c)  The  appropriation  of  the  balance  of  those  monies  in  the  Motor 
License  Fund  derived  from  this  additional  tax  to  "the  cities,  boroughs, 
towns  and  townships  of  the  Commonwealth  and  shall  be  paid  over  in  the  manner 
provided  by  law  on  requisition  of  the  Secretary  of  Highways  to  the  respective 
cities,  boroughs,  towns  and  townships  and  shall  be  used  for  the  construction, 
reconstruction,  maintenance  and  repair  of  roads  and  streets,  including 
bridges  and  drainage  structures,  for  which  the  municipality  is  responsible," 
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•10.  House  Bill  No.  1771,  jointly  introduced  by  Messrs,  Ogilvie  and 
Wall  , Mines,  Markley  and  Kooker  and  Messrs.  Spencer  and  Breisch,  v/as 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  on  September  1,  1955.  This 
bill  would  appropriate  from  the  Special  Disaster  Relief  Fund  (Act  No.  139, 
above)  to  the  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense  the  sum  of  $5,000,000  to  be 
used  to  aid  residents  who  suffered  property  loss  or  damages  as  a result  of 
the  August  1955  disaster.  The  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense  would  allocate 
t£e  money  among  banking  institutions  applying  therefor  and  agreeing  to 
administer  the  fund  as  provided.  Banks  would  loan  monies  to  victims  of  the 
August  1955  disaster,  in  sums  not  to  exceed  $500,  who  suffered  loss  and  are 
unable  to  obtain  funds  from  other  sources.  These  emergency  disaster  loans 
would  be  made  for  terms  not  exceeding  one  year  at  2%  annual  rate  of  interest. 


11.  Inasmuch  as  Congress  will  not  reconvene  until  January  1956,  no 
new  federal  legislation  has  been  introduced. 


Richard  Ge&stell 
Director  of  Civil  Defense 
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